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A4ID is a global charity that believes the law can, and should, 
be used more effectively to eradicate global poverty. 

We believe that lawyers have a vital role to play in supporting international development. 

And so do the tens of thousands of lawyers around the world who partner with us. 

A4ID’s legal partners are dedicated to using their legal expertise to solve development 

challenges and support the many development organisations fighting to end poverty. 

The ways in which lawyers can contribute to development are numerous and varied. We 

have produced this guide to help future lawyers explore the ways in which they can play 

a full part in international development throughout their legal careers. 

Yasmin Batliwala

Chief Executive, A4ID

Future Lawyers’ Guide to Law and 
International Development
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International development is an 
ambitious and complex concept. 
Broadly speaking, development is the 
term used to describe the efforts of the 
global community, from governments 
to individual activists, in lifting people 
out of poverty and creating the systems 
and opportunities which enable people 
to lead healthy and secure lives. 

Great progress has been made in recent 
years in reducing the number of people 
living in ‘extreme poverty’ which has 
halved in the last quarter of the century. 
However, it is still the reality for 1.4 
billion people. 

Living in extreme poverty means not 
having access to clean drinking water or 
sanitation facilities, not having access to 
basic health care and often not having 
enough to eat. If you are a parent living 
in extreme poverty, you may not be 
able to send your children to school; 
if you are a child you are likely to be 
particularly vulnerable to serious and 
life threatening diseases. 

The practical reality of extreme poverty 
is that your choices in life are reduced. 
Therefore, an important aspect of 
international development programmes 
is empowering people, which means 
equipping them with the knowledge, 
skills and support that they need to 
make choices that shape their future 
and that of their country. 

In the year 2000, world leaders at the 
UN Millennium Summit agreed specific 
and far-reaching targets for reducing 
poverty. These include improving 
access to education, promoting 
gender equality, reducing child 
and maternal mortality, combating 
HIV and ensuring environmental 
sustainability. These targets are the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
and they represent the fundamental 
requirements for development. 

Introduction to law and 
international development

Image © Siegfried Modola/ IRIN
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One way of lifting people out of poverty 
is by providing financial and food 
aid. But alone this may not guarantee 
development. To ensure sustainable 
development, there also needs to 
be equality of opportunity, access to 
justice, good and proactive governance, 
and the conditions for sustainable 
trade and growth. This is achieved by 
having laws that guarantee protection 
of human rights, stamp out corruption, 
regulate a fair trading system and 
promote environmental sustainability. 

However, the law is only a tool for 
development and there are barriers to 
ensuring that it is used to benefit the 
world’s poorest people. Accessing legal 
support can be prohibitively expensive, 
and in many cases not readily available, 
and those working to combat extreme 
poverty and inequality may lack the 
legal expertise to challenge injustice. 
And yet many development issues have 
legal roots and legal solutions. 

A4ID’s mission is to ensure that these 
barriers can be overcome. Through 
its pro bono brokering scheme, A4ID 
facilitates the provision of free legal 
support to development organisations 
working to eradicate poverty. 

A4ID’s pro bono projects have impacted 
on 115 countries and countless 
development projects. A4ID’s legal 
partners have helped to influence 
policy decisions in developing 
countries, supported the growth 
of social enterprises, and worked 
with development organisations to 
empower local communities, influence 
legislation and protect rights to ensure 
that development objectives become a 
reality. 

So what role 
does the law 
have to play?
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Niger has many pastoralist communities who do not have a legally protected 
right to land. This can threaten their access to food, and ability to farm and earn 
a living. As a result, conflicts often arise between herders and farmers as they 
compete for pasture, farmland and water resources. 

When the Niger Parliament announced a new Pastoral Code, the NGO Jeunesse 
en Mission Entreaide et Devéloppement (JEMED), a local partner of Tearfund, 
decided to take action to support the rights of the local community. In 
cooperation with Tearfund (one of A4ID’s development partners), A4ID set up a 
partnership with lawyers from Weil, Gotshal & Manges who conducted research 
into the land rights of pastoralists under existing laws in Niger and made 
recommendations on how to revise the Pastoral Code. 

The research found that while the law gave priority to pastoralists, it was not 
always implemented at the local level. The research was used to raise awareness 
amongst the local community and was presented by JEMED to the local and 
national government. 

As a result, a land tenure commission was set up and five local land 
management committees have since been established. These ensure that local 
communities have priority over the use of the pasture and water resources 
on paper and in practice. The government also agreed that the new Pastoral 
Code would only be approved following full consultation with those local 
communities most directly affected by it. 

Consequently, land rights are now more widely understood and better secured, 
and set to be strengthened further by the government holding full consultations 
with pastoralists in the future.

Projects supported by 
A4ID’s partners 

Securing land 
rights in Niger

The issue

Where the law comes in

Image © Tearfund
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In many countries in Africa and Asia belief in witchcraft is widespread. Elderly, 
disabled and marginalised people are often accused of witchcraft as scapegoats 
for communities’ misfortunes, or are given the label as a result of envy or 
vendetta. Individuals are often expelled from their homes and villages or are 
attacked physically, and a great many are killed.

A few years ago, 73 year old Nyamizi Bundala was accused of using witchcraft to 
kill a neighbour’s child who had died from disease. A threatening letter told her 
to leave her village; Nyamizi took it to the local court but her neighbour denied 
sending it and the court did nothing. 

A while later, when she was returning home at night, Nyamizi was attacked 
with a machete; her head was slashed and her arm was cut off. Fortunately, she 
recovered in hospital, but her attacker was never brought to justice. 

I didn’t get justice because 
I couldn’t pay for it...
no-one takes action for 
those who are poor.

HelpAge International is an organisation working to improve the treatment of 
elderly people in countries all over the world. By partnering with A4ID, HelpAge 
was able to work with a small group of lawyers from firms in Canada, France and 
the UK to find out how to use existing law to protect those accused of witchcraft, 
and what improvements to the law their organisation could recommend and 
lobby for.

After reviewing the impact of existing legislation in various developing 
countries, the group produced a detailed report for HelpAge which has 
provided the main focus for the organisation’s work to support those accused of 
witchcraft. 

“Things are changing now and changing fast,” said Nyamizi. “There are not so 
many threatening letters these days. There is awareness of legal rights now. “

Protecting 
the elderly 

The issue

Where the law comes in

Image © HelpAge International
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Careers in law and development 

A career in the 
commercial 
sector 

A4ID believes that the law and lawyers should play an integral role in ending 
poverty and achieving the MDGs. But how do you get involved? There is no one 
career path; you could be working as a lawyer within a charity, getting involved 
in pro bono projects at your law firm or as part of your in-house legal team, or 
advocating on development issues through your chambers or independently. 
Legal skills are highly valued and transferable, and many qualified lawyers also 
choose non-legal roles at NGOs and international organisations. 

A4ID partners with lawyers from many different backgrounds, so to give you 
an idea of how lawyers can use their legal expertise to support international 
development efforts, we interviewed some of the lawyers we work with. 

Many of A4ID’s legal partners are commercial law firms who provide their 
legal services pro bono to development organisations. Indeed, law firms are 
increasingly demonstrating their commitment to the wider community and 
corporate social responsibility values by investing heavily in domestic and 
international pro bono projects.

Lawyers also play a key role in international development by advising their 
commercial clients how to operate within the international standards of good 
business practice which promote sustainable development. As increasing 
numbers of companies operate from and work within developing economies, 
development-sensitive legal advice becomes paramount in encouraging 
investor companies to act sustainably and not to harm development progress, 
and the rights of local communities. 

Image © Julius Mwelu/ IRIN
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What is your current role? 

I am a lawyer in the international 

arbitration group at Clifford Chance LLP. 

What is a typical project that you 

might work on? 

I represent clients in major international 

commercial disputes, particularly in 

the energy and infrastructure sectors 

and in emerging markets. Many of the 

disputes I work on relate to contracts 

signed between governments and 

multinational companies, such as 

infrastructure concessions or contracts 

to exploit natural resources (e.g. minerals 

or petroleum).

I was closely involved in the formulation 

of recommendations submitted to 

the UN Human Rights Council in 2011 

regarding the impact on human rights 

associated with investment contracts 

negotiated between states and private 

investors (e.g. contracts to explore for 

and develop natural resources) and how 

adverse impacts can be prevented and 

mitigated.

I have been able to use the expertise 

I have developed through this work 

to assist clients to manage human 

rights-related risks. For example, I have 

recently advised a client on risks arising 

in connection with a contract under 

which the police force of a West African 

country was paid to provide security for 

an infrastructure project. 

Do you think that commercial 

lawyers have an important role to 

play in promoting international 

development?

Undoubtedly they do. Commercial 

lawyers should be prepared to advise 

private sector clients on the risks to 

their business which may result from 

a failure to pay adequate attention to 

environmental and social sustainability. 

Commercial lawyers should also be 

aware of and advise on the domestic 

and international laws which are 

relevant to development (particularly 

environmental laws and human rights 

laws) and which should be taken 

into account by governments and 

private parties when determining their 

economic objectives. 

What advice would you give someone 

looking to get involved in law and 

international development? 

Enrol on a course to learn about 

development issues and the law. Then 

look for opportunities to apply your 

knowledge, including in the context of 

your day-to-day practice.

I have worked with a number of other lawyers in 
the firm to provide pro bono advice on various 
legal issues to the Special Representative of the UN 
Secretary General on Business and Human Rights.

Case Study 
Antony 
Crockett
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What is your current role? 

I am a senior associate in the energy and 

infrastructure finance team at Herbert 

Smith LLP.

What is a typical project that you 

might work on? 

In my area, there isn’t really such a thing 

as a “typical” project; after seven years in 

this area, I’ve not worked on the same 

type of project twice. I guess that is one 

of the most exciting and challenging 

aspects of my job. 

That said, I’ve always been passionate 

about sustainable development 

and that, more than anything, has 

influenced the projects I try to get 

involved with. I mostly advise on the 

financing of the development of low 

carbon and renewable energy and 

telecommunications projects, with a 

particular focus on emerging markets in 

Europe, the Middle East and Africa. 

However, my most recent deal was an 

offshore oil financing in West Africa. I 

advised four banks who have adopted 

the Equator Principles (a voluntary 

commitment to uphold the highest 

environmental and social standards) 

and who were determined to ensure 

that such principles applied on this 

transaction. 

Do you think that commercial 

lawyers have an important role to 

play in promoting international 

development?

Absolutely! We are the trusted advisers 

of the world’s largest and most 

influential companies. 

Commercial lawyers who are 

knowledgeable about the legal and 

non-legal tools that support sustainable 

development have a great opportunity: 

if we can demonstrate to our clients 

(and our peers) that respecting social 

and environmental standards is good 

for business, minimises risk in the long 

term, and gives access to funding, we 

can guide them towards much better 

outcomes for the communities in which 

they operate.

What advice would you have for 

someone looking to get involved in 

law and international development?

Passion and enthusiasm are not 

enough to be persuasive in this area. 

First and foremost you need a deep 

understanding of the subject matter. 

Only then you will have the credibility to 

be heard.

Advising on Equator Principles compliance on 
projects that otherwise have the potential to have 
significant adverse social and environmental effects 
is an increasingly large part of my practice. 

Case Study 
Helena 
Anderson
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What is your current role? 

I am a dispute resolution solicitor at CMS 

Cameron McKenna LLP and coordinate 

CMS’ relationship with A4ID. 

How did you come to be involved in 

international pro bono? 

I spent six months volunteering as 

a legal researcher with a torture-

prevention NGO in the occupied 

Palestinian territories, and then got 

involved in A4ID when I started my 

training contract at CMS in London.

Why do you think international pro 

bono work is important? 

It’s a wonderful opportunity for lawyers 

to use their professional skills, which 

very often are more far-reaching than 

we realise, to help organisations or 

individuals that can’t afford legal advice, 

or to advise them how to best use 

their limited funding for development 

activities. 

What development projects have you 

been involved in? 

Whilst on my qualification leave, I spent 

some time volunteering as a legal 

adviser with an NGO in India, assisting 

it with public interest litigation, fact-

finding and complaints to human rights 

bodies. 

As a lawyer, I have been involved 

in projects dealing with the right 

to food under international human 

rights law, the obligations of states 

under international environmental 

laws and have summarised the law on 

defamation, disaster relief and children’s 

rights. Some projects have required 

giving legal advice whereas for others I 

have produced a summary and analysis 

of the law.

Do you think that the law has 

an important role to play in 

development?

 

The law provides a framework through 

which development can take place. It 

can be relied on to allow individuals or 

organisations to fulfil their potential and 

assert their rights, and can protect them 

where necessary.

 

What advice would you have for 

someone looking to get involved in 

law and international development?

Be prepared to challenge yourself and 

to travel. There are many ways to get 

involved, so stay open-minded about 

the way in which you can contribute, 

whether by way of pro bono advice or 

otherwise. There are also many (and 

free) learning opportunities, so do look 

to attend public events and talks so as to 

better identify how and where you can 

get involved.

[Pro bono is] a wonderful opportunity for lawyers to 
use their professional skills, which very often are more 
far-reaching than we realise…

Case Study 
Nadia 
Khoury
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Legal expertise and knowledge is crucial for international development 
organisations and NGOs, both to ensure that their own organisation runs 
effectively, and to inform their policy and advocacy work. Whilst some 
organisations rely on pro bono support, many of the larger institutions have 
their own in-house legal teams who often work within extremely wide ranging 
remits. 

A career in the 
development sector

Image © Catherine-Lune Grayson/ IRIN
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What is your current role? 

I work as a legal and compliance 

counsel at Save the Children 

International. 

How did you come to be involved in 

international development? 

I first became interested in 

international development when I 

participated in voluntary projects 

overseas as a law student. When 

working with street children in Brazil, 

I decided I wanted to use my legal 

skills to contribute to international 

development, particularly in the area 

of children’s rights. Shortly afterwards, 

I started my training contract at 

Clifford Chance. As well as gaining 

solid commercial training, I was 

fortunate that my firm offered a wide 

range of pro bono opportunities which 

gave me an insight into international 

development. 

Having qualified as a litigation 

solicitor, I moved to the litigation firm 

Leigh Day & Co where I worked in the 

international claims department on 

class action litigation in Cote d’Ivoire 

and Kenya. I continued to maintain a 

keen interest in the non-profit sector 

and when I saw an opportunity to 

work in-house at Save the Children 

International, I knew this would 

combine my skills and interests. I now 

rely on my commercial and litigation 

background gained in private practice, 

whilst contributing to children’s rights 

issues within a dynamic international 

NGO. 

What is a typical day like for you?

Every day is varied at Save the Children 

International. We are a charity that 

supports the 29 Save the Children 

members who operate in over 120 

countries around the world. I handle a 

wide range of legal matters, including 

trademarks, compliance, governance, 

charity law and commercial matters.  

What do you enjoy most about your 

job?

I enjoy the international dynamic 

of my organisation, working with 

colleagues in many countries 

and cultures, who bring different 

perspectives. 

Are there any development projects 

that you have worked on that have 

been particularly interesting?

 

At Leigh Day I worked on the largest 

class action in UK history, representing 

30,000 individuals who were injured 

when dangerous waste was dumped 

in the city of Abidjan in Cote d’Ivoire. I 

made regular visits to Abidjan, taking 

witness statements, liaising with 

experts, and contributing to our legal 

case back in London. We were very 

pleased when the defendant agreed to 

settle the case. It was fascinating to see 

how UK law could make a difference 

to claimants thousands of miles away 

in Africa. 

 

Do you think that the law has 

an important role to play in 

development?

Definitely. Solid legal systems bring 

stability and democracy. I know 

a number of lawyers who have 

trained legal colleagues around the 

world in these principles. I think any 

legal specialism can contribute to 

international development, such as 

banking, human rights and criminal 

law to name a few. 

What advice would you have for 

somone looking to get involved in 

law and international development?

Gain as much experience as you 

can in this area. Wherever possible, 

participate in pro bono projects, 

apply for internships, attend relevant 

training and talk to people who have 

been successful in this area. Some say 

this is a difficult area to break into, but 

with organisations such as A4ID there 

are many opportunities for networking 

with those a little further down the 

road than us to inspire us to get

stuck in.

Above all, I receive personal 
fulfilment from knowing 
that my contribution is 
making a difference to the 
lives of children around the 
world.

Case Study 
Caroline 
Cryer
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What is your current role? 

I work at the United Nations’ climate 

change secretariat, in strategy and 

policy for emissions trading and offset 

mechanisms. My primary area of 

responsibility involves supporting the 

negotiations in this area as part of a 

global climate regime after 2012, when 

the Kyoto Protocol’s first commitment 

period expires. 

My secondary area of responsibility 

involves supporting efforts to 

strengthen the operation and 

effectiveness of the UN’s market-based 

mechanisms, particularly in how they 

help to deliver money, technology, 

and capacity to developing countries.

What career path have you taken?

I’ve been at the UN for slightly over 

two years, and was previously in 

private practice for about three years. 

Previous to that, I was in university 

for nine years where I was actively 

involved in community issues and 

the student government body, and 

pursued international development 

opportunities (including in Ghana and 

India).  

What is a typical day like for you?

During the climate negotiations, the 

days are packed: attending meetings, 

preparing briefing and speaking 

notes, and meeting with officials from 

national governments and NGOs. 

Outside of the negotiations there’s 

no ‘typical’ day, but it often involves 

reviewing or writing reports, preparing 

documents to assist in the servicing 

of the UN’s regulatory bodies, and 

helping to field enquiries from the 

public.

Are there any recent development 

projects that you have worked 

on that have been particularly 

interesting?

 

At the UN climate change secretariat, 

we’re constantly looking for ways in 

which the climate negotiations can 

progress by searching for common 

ground and helping governments to 

move towards it, and also for ways to 

improve the operations of our own 

market-based mechanisms.

Specific projects include analysing 

views about possible new market-

based mechanisms, determining how 

existing mechanisms will operate 

after 2012, and supporting the 

development of an appeals process 

against regulatory decisions in one of 

our market-based mechanisms (the 

‘clean development mechanism’).

 

Do you think that the law has 

an important role to play in 

development?

Yes, in the sense that the law is 

an excellent instructor of fairness, 

equity, transparency and other values 

inherent in development. That said, 

the law doesn’t have a monopoly 

in this area: development needs 

lawyers, but it also needs accountants, 

doctors, organisers, nurses, plumbers, 

engineers, teachers, and many other 

professionals.

What advice would you have for 

someone looking to get involved in 

law and international development?

There are many different career 

pathways. Rather than searching for a 

single ‘best’ route, I suggest exposing 

yourself to different opportunities, 

seeing what interests you, and 

pursuing all options as best you can. 

I also suggest keeping an open mind 

when it comes to the professional 

environment in which you can 

promote international development; 

NGOs are an obvious option, but 

positions in governments, the private 

sector, research institutes, and 

educational institutions all offer good 

training and opportunities.

Case Study 
Robin Rix

The law is an excellent 
instructor of fairness, 
equity, transparency and 
other values inherent in 
development.
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What is your current role? 

I am Head of Law at Minority Rights 

Group International (MRG). This 

involves running the legal cases 

programme, a strategic litigation 

programme that aims to provide 

access to justice for minority 

communities and indigenous people 

throughout the world.

How did you become involved in 

international development?

I qualified as a solicitor in the litigation 

department at Richards Butler (now 

Reed Smith). After several years of 

working in a commercial law firm, 

I decided I wanted to focus more 

on human rights work within the 

voluntary sector, so I left to study for a 

Master’s degree in International Peace 

and Security at King’s College. 

During my Master’s, I completed 

several internships at London-based 

human rights NGOs, including Liberty 

and the Red Cross. I started full-time 

employment within London-based 

human rights NGOs seven years ago, 

and have worked as Legal Officer and 

then Legal Director at the Kurdish 

Human Rights Project, as Deputy 

Director at British Irish Rights Watch 

and, more recently, I joined MRG 

where I have worked for two and half 

years. 

What is a typical day like for you?

I have two ‘typical’ days, one in the 

office and the other travelling. During 

my time in the office, I draft pleadings 

and correspondence on legal cases, 

supervise research related to our legal 

cases, and liaise with our partner NGOs 

about aspects of their legal cases. 

Approximately once every six weeks 

I travel to visit the partners and 

communities with which we work, 

or to attend a legal cases related 

event. Whilst there, I discuss aspects 

of the legal cases we are working on, 

including case strategy and building 

local support for cases through 

advocacy and community awareness 

work. I also meet with the local 

lawyers and meet the communities we 

represent to collect evidence. 

Are there any recent development 

projects that you have worked 

on that have been particularly 

interesting?

I am currently working on three land 

rights cases, two in Kenya and one 

in Tanzania. All these projects are 

fighting for indigenous peoples’ rights 

to the land. In Kenya, the community 

successfully took their case to the 

African Commission and as a result, 

the Kenyan government must return 

their ancestrally owned land. 

We have another land rights case in 

Kenya pending before the African 

Commission and in Tanzania we are 

supporting a Maasai community in a 

domestic land rights dispute with a 

tourism company. 

Do you think the law has 

an important role to play in 

development?

Yes, definitely! I have seen how 

minority and indigenous communities 

are often excluded from development 

processes and the human rights-based 

approach. 

Legal principles such as the need 

for free, prior and informed consent 

can help to change this and allow 

community members to be included 

in decisions that fundamentally affect 

their lives. Appropriate consultation 

and participation, in accordance with 

international legal norms, can also 

help prevent conflicts. 

What advice would you have for 

someone looking to get involved in 

law and international development?

Completing a Master’s degree will 

be really helpful as so many people 

now have them: choose something 

that interests you, however, and make 

sure that it is relevant to the area 

that you want to go into. Take part in 

internships to gain experience, and try 

to gain some experience in the field 

through volunteering. Finally, stay 

positive and don’t be defeated!

Case Study 
Lucy 
Claridge
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What is your current role? 

My current role is Policy and Advocacy 

Officer for Progressio, an international 

charity registered in the UK, working to 

promote sustainable development and 

for the eradication of poverty through 

skill-sharing and policy advocacy. 

My work focuses on Governance 

& Environment matters and I have 

particular expertise in the Latin 

America and Caribbean region. 

How did you come to be involved in 

international development? 

My first job was for a small local NGO 

in El Salvador back in 1994, and in a 

way this job prompted me into getting 

involved in international development.

What career path have you taken?

In academic terms, after undertaking 

a certificate in Management from 

Goldsmiths, University of London, I felt 

that studying Law would be a great 

asset for me. I ended up studying 

Law (LLB) and subsequently a LLM 

in Human Rights, both at Birkbeck, 

University of London. I studied whilst 

working full time for NGOs and so I 

was able to apply what I was learning 

directly into my work. 

In employment terms, I have 

been employed in a range of roles 

(managerial, fundraising, and later, 

policy and advocacy) in a variety of 

organisations working on different 

themes (refugees and migrants, fair-

trade and international development). 

In all these roles I have used my legal 

studies and skills (i.e. advocacy, legal 

research etc) to support my work.

Are there any recent projects that 

you have worked on that have been 

particularly interesting? 

Two projects come to mind: Haiti and 

illegal logging. Two very different 

objectives, processes and topics. After 

the earthquake in Haiti, I concentrated 

on highlighting the inclusion of 

civil society participation in the 

reconstruction process. However, 

Progressio’s greatest achievement to 

date is successfully campaigning for 

the importation of illegally logged 

timber into the EU to be a criminal 

offence. The EU legislation was 

adopted in October 2010 after five 

years of hard work by Progessio.

Do you think that the law has 

an important role to play in 

development? 

Absolutely! The law, if well utilised, 

can provide a framework and a good 

platform for improving governance 

and good practices in both developed 

and developing nations. 

What advice would you have for 

someone looking to get involved in 

law and international development? 

Get involved. As a law student, you 

have a variety of transferable skills 

which will be greatly valued by the 

organisation and/or community. 

You will not only learn a great deal 

from your experience, but you will be 

contributing to making the world a 

better one!

Case Study 
Lizzette 
Robleto-
Gonzalez
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Volunteering is a great way to find out how not-for-profit organisations and 
NGOs operate, and to give you a greater understanding of the campaigns and 
projects at the heart of an organisation’s work.

By doing a placement either overseas or here in the UK you will learn about 
development, demonstrate commitment to the area and provide valuable 
support to not-for-profit organisations and NGOs who may depend on 
volunteers for the effective running of their operations. 

A4ID offers non-legal volunteer positions, which focus on pro bono brokerage, 
development awareness, fundraising and communications. 

A4ID’s positions are ideal for those looking to gain further experience in the 
legal and charitable sectors. All interns will assist A4ID’s staff team and are 
encouraged to attend meetings, contribute ideas and assist in the development 
of all areas of the charity and its programmes. 

Volunteers are required to commit to working three to five days each week. 

To find out more, visit http://www.a4id.org/internships 

Voluntering

Volunteering with A4ID

Image © Alan Boswell/ IRIN
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Speak to people who have undertaken volunteer work and internships and 
find out what opportunities are available at the organisation they worked 
with. As well as visiting organisations’ websites directly, keep an eye on charity 
recruitment websites where volunteer positions are often advertised and ask 
your university or college careers service whether they have information on 
upcoming opportunities.

A4ID’s legal placement directory contains a wide-reaching collection of short 
and longer-term legal placements currently available at NGOs around the 
world. A4ID has helped secure placements for legally trained volunteers with 
organisations such as Minority Rights Group International, the Kurdish Human 
Rights Project and the Human Rights Law Network in India. If you are looking 
to use your legal background to support our development partners achieve the 
MDGs, review the placement opportunities at http://www.a4id.org/placements 
and get in contact.

Some of the larger NGOs, including Save the Children, Oxfam and Amnesty 
International, offer internship opportunities in their in-house legal team. To 
apply, please contact the organisation directly. 

The funding available varies depending on the organisation. However, due 
to the nature of charity work, positions are often unpaid although some 
organisations may cover travel expenses. You must ensure, therefore, that you 
have sufficient funds to pay for your living, and often travel, expenses while 
volunteering.

The type of work that volunteers participate in is wide and varied. You may be 
researching new areas of law or policy, helping to organise events, tracking 
media reports, creating databases and carrying out day-to-day administration 
tasks. In addition, volunteers will have the opportunity to shadow and assist 
key members of the team, attend meetings and gain experience within the 
organisation’s particular field. 

It will be invaluable for helping you shape your future career. You will have 
the opportunity to gain an insight into law and international development, as 
well as allowing you to explore how your interests can relate to a career. Your 
experience will also look attractive to employers as it shows that you have 
gained relevant skills and knowledge and are committed to and interested in 
working in this field. 

How do I find out about other 
volunteer opportunities?

What funding is available?

What kinds of work will I be 
expected to do?

How will volunteering help 
me in my future career?
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What was your role at A4ID? 

I was the development awareness 

intern and I helped to inform lawyers 

and law students about the role that 

the law can play in aiding international 

development. 

I worked three days a week and had a 

variety of tasks including organising 

talks about current development and 

legal issues, setting up presentations 

for law students at universities, 

providing administrative support 

and compiling brochures and guides 

to raise awareness of A4ID’s law and 

development training events. 

Why did you apply to intern at A4ID?

As my third year at university was 

coming to an end, I knew that I 

wanted to do something interesting, 

productive and ‘CV worthy’ during my 

long summer holiday. I read Geography 

for my undergraduate degree and was 

about to start the Graduate Diploma 

in Law (with a view to pursuing a 

career as a City lawyer) so, for me, A4ID 

allowed me to draw on the knowledge 

that I gained during my Geography 

degree and to understand and apply 

that in a legal context.

What did you learn during your time 

at A4ID?

I think the main thing that I learnt 

is how powerful the law can be. 

Almost every development issue that 

I have read about in the news, such 

as climate change or South Sudan’s 

independence, can be influenced in 

some way by the law. 

I have also been pleased to see how 

many law firms are involved in pro 

bono or development projects and this 

is something I would definitely like to 

be involved in throughout my career. 

Alongside this, I have learnt to work 

within a team and to adapt quickly to 

different tasks and projects. 

What was your role at BIHR (British 

Institute of Human Rights)?

I joined BIHR as their Training & 

Consultancy Intern. This department 

offered training courses on how to use 

human rights principles to improve 

advocacy work in the charitable sector, 

or consultancy advice on how to 

implement human rights principles 

into the workplace. I worked from the 

office three days a week and helped 

promote and deliver their Training and 

Consultancy programmes. 

What have you learned during your 

time at BIHR?

There were many things I learned at 

BIHR, but perhaps there are two that 

stood out.

First, the aspiration in law is as 

important as the law itself.  There is 

much to criticise about the state and 

strength of human rights law in the 

United Kingdom, but without the 

desire to make it better, and to make 

it relevant, this criticism would quickly 

dissipate into wasted breath.

That said, patience can be of as much 

value as an eagerness for progress.  As 

an intern at BIHR, I was enthusiastic 

about the work I was doing, but it 

was frustrating to see that I wouldn’t 

be there to see my work come to 

fruition. It’s important to maintain a 

thirst for progress, but not so much so 

as to make the inevitable frustration 

debilitating.

Case Study 
Hannah 
Blake

Case Study 
Mark Sun
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International development covers tough and challenging issues. To use your 
legal skills effectively, you will need not only to be passionate about and 
committed to ending poverty, but also to be able to engage with development 
issues. This entails learning about the scope of international development efforts 
and finding out which issues particularly interest you. 

A4ID publishes free email updates which will introduce you to the kind of 
development projects our lawyers work on. To receive the updates, visit our 
website (http://www.a4id.org) and sign up. 

Have a look too at the numerous online publications, such as the ‘Development’ 
section on the Guardian website, covering the statistics and stories which make 
the need for and impact of international development efforts so real. 

Learning about law
and development 

Image © Toughstuff
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There are many short courses and postgraduate study opportunities available, 
but these can be expensive so research your options carefully. 

A4ID runs a free four-day ‘Future Lawyers’ Training Programme’ for law students. 
The Programme runs over two consecutive weekends, once in January and 
again, for a new intake, in March.

The course introduces law students to key international development issues 
and explores the links between the law and international development and the 
ways in which lawyers can use their legal skills to support development work 
throughout their legal careers.

Designed for students undertaking the LPC and BPTC, the programme 
provides participants with an introduction to international development, 
and the opportunity to explore the relationship between law, business and 
development. Sessions are delivered by leading experts from the academic, 
legal and development fields. 

To find out more visit www.a4id.org/a4id-future-lawyers-training-programme

A4ID has set up six Knowledge Groups under the themes of climate change, 
trade, debt & finance, governance, intellectual property, responsible business 
and socio-economic rights.

The groups meet regularly to discuss and debate the current issues relating to 
law and development. We invite practising lawyers, development professionals 
and academics to lead the discussions which also provide an opportunity to 
share learning and best practice. 

All group meetings are free to attend and are advertised on the A4ID website: 
www.a4id.org/knowledge-groups

Learn more about how the law can be used as a tool for development by 
exploring A4ID’s online resource centre where a wide variety of resources are 
available to download for free.

Resources include audio and video recordings of many of A4ID’s training 
seminars and events, interviews with legal and development experts, legal 
guides, reports from our development partners and articles written by experts in 
law and international development.

To access the online resource centre visit http://www.a4id.org/resources

Future Lawyers’ Training 
Programme

Knowledge Groups

Online resources
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Advocates for International Development (A4ID) is a global charity that 
believes the law can, and should, be used more effectively to eradicate global 
poverty. 

Around the world, development organisations work tirelessly to improve access 
to basic services for the poorest people and campaign for change. We know 
that the law can be a powerful tool in empowering communities and solving 
development challenges. Yet, too often we have seen that a lack of access to 
legal expertise can frustrate the objectives of these organisations, making their 
work potentially less effective. 

This is why we draw together a community of engaged lawyers who are 
dedicated to using their legal expertise to support the many development 
organisations fighting to end poverty.

A4ID’s pro bono service forges innovative partnerships between the legal and 
development sectors, facilitating the provision of quality legal expertise for the 
developing world. 

We also work with lawyers to raise awareness of the role they and the law 
can play in eradicating poverty, and to ensure that lawyers and development 
organisations have the skills and knowledge to use the law as an effective 
development tool.

We have a network of more than 34,000 lawyers from leading law firms, 
barristers’ chambers and in-house teams based all around the world who are 
willing to provide their expertise free of charge to our development partners 
that include large NGOs, small community-based organisations and social 
enterprises. 

A4ID’s work has a global impact. Since we were established in 2006 we 
have facilitated more than £12 million worth of free legal advice to over 350 
development organisations which has positively impacted on more than 115 
countries. 

www.a4id.org

About A4ID
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